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PURPOSE AND OBJECTIVES 

 

The Judging System of the Società Felsinea di Orchidofilia APS was created as an educational 

public service to promote and expand the knowledge and appreciation of orchids. The judging 

system is designed to further these goals by providing a process by which orchid plants and 

flowers can be evaluated and judged for SFO awards aimed at recognising extraordinary orchid 

plants and flowers, as well as outstanding achievements in cultivation and hybridisation. SFO 

judges provide this service through regularly scheduled judging sessions and during orchid 

exhibitions. All orchid growers, both amateur and professional, are welcome to take advantage 

of this service. 

 

TRAINING PROGRAMME 

 

1) Anyone who aspires to participate in the SFO judging training programme and meets the 

necessary requirements can apply to become a student judge and, once the requisites have 

been satisfactorily achieved, can become an associate judge and eventually an accredited 

judge. In some circumstances, a candidate may enter the training programme as an 

observer at the discretion of the coordinator. 

 

2) A student judge is required to participate in the training programme for a minimum of 18 

months and a maximum of 3 years after being appointed as a student judge. 

 

3) The training programme is the same for both student judges and associate judges and 

consists mainly of a series of monthly tests and semiannual assignments to be developed 

into conferences on elements or subjects concerning some aspect of orchid judging, 

assigned to each student or associate judge according to their abilities, with the obligation 

to be published. In addition, discussions for the purpose of updating the manual are 

scheduled annually, as well as the actual judging sessions. Exams, assignments and 

meetings will be the responsibility of the judging programme coordinator. 
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4) Upon completion of the minimum 18-month training period and after demonstrating 

satisfactory completion of this training, a student is ready to be considered for promotion 

to associate judge status. An associate judge's score has the same validity as that of an 

accredited judge, but must still be scrutinised by the judging programme coordinator or 

judging team captain before contributing to a final score. Upon completion of an 

additional minimum training period of 18 months and after demonstrating satisfactory 

completion of this training, an associate judge is ready to be considered for promotion to 

accredited judge status. 

 

5) The position of observer requires participation in every activity of the training programme 

except the obligation to submit monthly tests and semiannual conferences. During in- 

person judging sessions, an observer is required to assist the judging team to facilitate the 

smooth running of the event in the way that the coordinator deems most suitable for the 

training of each observer. An observer is required to participate in the training programme 

for a minimum of 6 months and a maximum of 18 months after being appointed as an 

observer. 

 

6) It will be at the discretion of the programme coordinator to terminate the participation of 

an observer, student judge or associate judge if the student in question does not meet all 

the requirements to continue with the programme. 

7) If a student judge is not promoted at the end of three years of participation in the 

programme, he/she will not be able to continue training and will have to withdraw after 

the official notification from the coordinator. 
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SELECTION PROCEDURE 

 

1) The judging of orchids is an educational service that the SFO offers to the public and 

consequently a judge is primarily a provider of this service. All judging personnel are 

selected to meet the requirements of the SFO and not to pursue their own personal 

ambitions. 

 

2) Knowledge of orchids and competence in evaluating plants and flowers are indispensable 

qualities in a judge; equally important is the behaviour of the judge in applying this 

knowledge. 

 

3) Personal integrity must unquestionable and a judge must work effectively and 

harmoniously as a member of a team, never trying to impose his/her will or opinion on 

the other team members. 

 

4) The responsibility for the selection and training of the student judges is delegated to the 

coordinator of the judging programme. 

 

5) After receiving a request to enter the programme, the judging training coordinator will 

evaluate the application and, having made a decision, will notify the applicant in writing 

of the outcome of the request. 
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QUALIFICATIONS 

 

Candidates for the Judging Training Programme must: 

 

1) Demonstrate a constant and serious interest in orchids, including cultivation and 

participation in judging sessions and exhibitions. as well as being able to meet the judging 

programme requirements in relation to available time, eloquence and knowledge of the 

language, the possibility and means of traveling and participating in training and judging 

activities. 

 

2) Have a broad interest in orchids in addition to aspects directly related to judging, eg. 

conservation of orchids, research, public education about orchids, etc. 

 

3) Want to expand their knowledge. The essential quality for being selected to participate in the 

judging training programme is the candidate's ability and desire to learn. 

 

4) Be able to express independent judgments without any external influence, both from other 

judges and other interests of any kind, and to maintain a point of view or express an 

opinion in a harmonious and constructive way. 

 

5) Maintain personal integrity and ethics regarding the fairness of the judgment expressed, 

fairness and respect towards the other participants in the judging programme, towards the 

exhibitors and in general towards any other person and to avoid any behavior that could 

be interpreted as unethical from an outside observer. All judging personnel must be aware 

that their behavior is reflected on the judging system and the SFO itself, and that they 

themselves will be evaluated based on their behavior, attitude and competence.a. 

 

6) Engage in the growth and development of the judging programme and in their 

participation in it. Their criticisms must always be constructive and aimed at improving the 

fairness, uniformity and performance of the judging system. 

 

7) Each member of the judging programme is required to participate in a minimum of 2 in-

person exhibitions or judging sessions and 3 online judging sessions with their respective 

presentations to the public during the calendar year. If this requirement is not met in the 

course of a year, the missing presence(s) is/are added to those required for the following 
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year. In the event of proven personal or health reasons of the participant, or of an 

insufficient number of sessions in attendance for justifiable reasons concerning the 

association or third parties hosting the activities of the SFO judging system, the 

coordinator will be responsible for recovering or remodulating the activity the following 

year. 

8) The promotion of a student judge or associate judge is linked to the complete satisfaction 

of the requirements in carrying out their training course, which includes monthly tests, 

semiannual conferences and the obligation to participate annually in judging activities such 

as exhibitions, in-person sessions and online judging. If a student judge or associate judge 

fails to meet these requirements, their promotion to the next level will be held until these 

requirements are met. 

 

9) Be members of the SFO on an ongoing basis and to respect the statute and regulations 

of the board of directors relating to the judging programme. If an accredited judge, 

associate judge, student judge or observer decides to leave the SFO or refuses to abide 

by the board's regulations, their participation in the SFO judging system will be 

automatically revoked. 
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AWARDS 

 

Certificate of Excellence (CE) 

Awarded to an orchid species or hybrid that achieves a score of at least 89.5 points on the scale by 

which it was judged. 

 

Certificate of Merit (CM) 

Awarded to an orchid species or hybrid that achieves a score between 79.5 and 89.4 points on the scale 

by which it was judged. 

 

Certificate of Worth (CV) 

Awarded to an orchid species or hybrid that achieves a score between 74.5 and 79.4 points on 

the scale by which it was judged. 

 

Judges’ Commendation (EG) 

Awarded to flowers or plants, individually or in groups, for a distinctive feature or an aspect 

of historical or other importance that, in the opinion of the judges, deserves recognition. The 

specific motivations of the judges that gave rise to the award must be registered. It is awarded 

without a score with a favorable vote of at least three quarters of the assigned judging team. 

 

Certificate of Distinction (CD) 

Assigned only once to a hybrid, exhibited individually or collectively, which represents a 

significant new direction of hybridisation. The prize is awarded unanimously without a score 

by the assigned judging team. The specific motivations for which this award is granted must 

be recorded by the judging team. If the Certificate of Distinction is awarded to an individual 

specimen, the cultivar name will not be mentioned. 
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Certificate of Quality (CQ) 

Assigned only once to a strain (the result of a crossing of specific cultivars or genetic lines with 

unusual or unexpected morphological and/or colour traits for a species or grex), exhibited as 

a group of no less than 12 different cultivars of a species or hybrid, when the result is a 

noticeable improvement over the typical or average form. The epithets of the parental cultivars 

and the hybridizer of this strain (not necessarily the registrant of the hybrid) must be provided 

by the exhibitor at the time of registration for judging. At least one cultivar in the exhibited 

group must receive or have received a quality award (CE, CM or CV). It is granted unanimously 

without a score by the judging team. The specific motivation(s) for which this award is granted 

must be recorded by the judging team. If the breeder and the exhibitor are different, each must 

receive a certificate. 

 

Certificate of Excellence in Cultivation (CEC) 

Awarded to the exhibitor of an extraordinary plant of robust health and appearance with an 

unusually large number of flowers. The specimen must have been grown by the exhibitor for 

at least 12 months before the award ceremony. The plant must achieve a score of at least 89.5 

points on the scale with which it was judged. 

 

Certificate of Merit in Cultivation (CMC) 

Awarded to the exhibitor of an exemplary plant of robust health and appearance with an 

unusually large number of flowers. The specimen must have been grown by the exhibitor for 

at least 12 months immediately before the award ceremony. The plant must achieve a score 

between 79.5 and 89.4 points on the scale with which it was judged. 

 

Certificate of Horticultural Merit (CMO) 

Assigned to a cultivar of a species, subspecies or natural hybrid with exceptional aesthetic 

appeal. The plant and flowers must be in good condition and have sufficient flowers to 

determine the plant's horticultural merit. Distinctive characteristics of the cultivar must be 

clearly described, size recorded and country of origin noted, if known. A score of at least 79.5 
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points is required on the scale with which it was judged. This award is granted regardless of 

subsequent name changes resulting from taxonomic reviews. 

 

Certificate of Botanical Recognition (CRB) 

Granted to a cultivar of a species, subspecies, variety, form or natural hybrid deemed 

particularly worthy of recognition for rarity, novelty, or previously unrecorded educational 

value. The plant does not need any special horticultural value. No prizes of any kind must have 

previously been awarded to the taxon. A point scale is not used, but the award must be granted 

with the vote of at least two thirds of the judging team. This award is granted regardless of 

subsequent name changes resulting from taxonomic reviews. 

 

Fragrance Commendation (EF) 

Assigned to a cultivar of a species or hybrid deemed particularly worthy of recognition for the 

fragrance of the flower or flowers according to the nature, intensity and elements that make 

up the fragrance structure. It is awarded without a score with a favorable vote of at least three 

quarters of the judging team. 
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CRITERIA AND JUDGING SCALES 

 

The purpose of quality judgment is to recognize the superiority and improvements achieved 

by orchid flowers out of the ordinary with respect to the common characteristics, the type of 

a species or the average of a hybrid. When judging for quality awards (CE, CM and CV), judges 

should consider and apply equally the following three principles: 

1) the hypothetical standard of perfection for the species or hybrid at the time of judging; 
 

2) the qualities and merits of previously awarded specimens of similar types or 

hybridisation lines; 
 

3) the extent to which any quality or characteristic of the specimen represents an 

improvement over what has been seen so far and thus establishes a new standard for 

the future. For this purpose, new botanical developments and new hybridisation lines 

should be considered, including new forms, colours or new growth habits, but awards 

should not be granted unless the new line has superior characteristics and qualities. The 

special awards for new hybridisation lines or species cultivars are EG, CD, CQ, CMO 

and CRB. 

 

PREREQUISITES FOR JUDGING 

 

In order for a judging to be valid, it is required the presence of one accredited judge and two 

other judges, one of which must be associate while the third one can be a student judge at the 

discretion of the training coordinator. The final score will consist of the average of the 

individual scores awarded by the judges present at the judging session or exhibition in question. 

In the event that the quorum is reached and there are more than two student judges present, 

the average of the scores of the most recent students will be considered as a single score to be 

added to the total score of the judges to complete the final vote. 

The judging criteria vary according to the characteristics of the genera in question, but the 

assessment is the same for both species and hybrids. The assessment includes the plant 
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together with the flowers present at the time of the judging, which must be in good health and 

judging conditions, without malformations and/or considerable damage caused by any factor. 

We recognize that it is essential to train the stem(s) and flower(s) in order to properly present 

the plant for judging. However, each plant presented for judging must be free of any artifice 

or type of support at the time of judging in order for the judges to properly evaluate the natural 

bearing of the flowers and stems. Plant transport supports (sticks, cotton, wire, etc.) must be 

removed before presenting the plants to the judges. In case they are present, the judging team 

must extend the courtesy of asking the grower to remove any type of physical support, 

otherwise the plant cannot be judged properly. 

Damage caused by transport suffered before presentation for judging, can be taken into 

consideration if the damage is limited to no more than 10% of the total number of flowers 

present; in this case, each missing flower must be shown by the grower before judging. 

First-flowering plants cannot be taken into consideration for judging. In many cases the age 

of the plant is evident at first glance, but if in doubt, the grower will be asked if it is a first 

flowering or a division of a mature plant. The only exception is granted to monofloral 

Paphiopedilum which often, but not always, show the best flower at their first flowering. 

In the case of multifloral plants, the number of open flowers must be at least half plus one of 

the total number of flowers and buds present. At least half of the open flowers must be in 

perfect condition. At least one flower must be mature. In the case of a Certificate of Botanical 

Recognition, it is sufficient that at least one flower be open. 

In the case of monofloral plants with multiple stems from the same growth such as Lycaste and 

related genera, the number of open flowers must be at least half plus one of the total number 

of flowers and buds present. At least half of the open flowers must be in perfect condition. At 

least one flower must be mature. In the event that the number of open flowers is lower than 

the minimum required but higher than one third of the total number of flowers and buds 

present, the plant is not automatically disqualified but instead will be penalized with the 

deduction of points in the category "Flowering and cultivation” of the corresponding score 

sheet according to the personal criteria of each judge. 

In the case of monofloral plants with an even number of stems, the number of open flowers 

must be at least half of the total number of flowers and buds present. At least half of the open 

flowers must be in perfect condition. At least one flower must be mature. 



 

 

© 2022 Società Felsinea di Orchidofilia APS version 1.3 (IInd Pistoia Code) 

FOR INTERNAL USE ONLY  

JUDGING CRITERIA 

 

Despite the infinite morphological variety present in Orchidaceae, flower form should generally 

tend towards fullness, flatness and roundness, both in the whole of the flower as well as the 

individual floral segments. Symmetry is always a desired goal but perhaps unrealistic in certain 

genera, therefore the term harmonious may be better suited as a universal aspiration. 

Note that the term "roundness" is not the same as "round" - when the shape of a flower or 

individual segments tend to go beyond the boundaries that define the aesthetic character of a 

species or hybrid, judges are required to deduct points according to their assessment of the 

extent to which these limits have been exceeded. 

Flower colour must be clear, defined, uniform or contrasting between the segments according 

to type, but must always be harmonious and balanced, with markings and punctuation, if 

present, well-defined and symmetrical within its genetic limits, always creating a pleasant, 

balanced and harmonious overall effect. 

Subjective impressions are the qualities that are impossible to quantify objectively, such as 

presence, elegance or grace, and in particular the level at which a flower goes beyond the limits 

of the form that defines the aesthetic character of a species or hybrid. 

However, they are indispensable and fundamental qualities that distinguish a cultivar from the 

type of a species or the average of a hybrid beyond the shape, size and colour. Each judge 

should have a developed aesthetic sensibility capable of recognizing these ephemeral qualities 

and evaluating the plants and flowers in question according to their merits without prejudice 

of any kind. Qualities such as botanical rarity or unusual shapes and colours are best suited for 

awards such as CRB or CMO and do not fall into this category. 

Flower size should be greater than the average both for the type of  the species and for the 

genealogy of  the hybrid in question. The substance should be heavier and more remarkable, 

while the texture should be of  superior or unusual quality than that typical of  the species or 

genealogy in question, always creating a pleasant and harmonious effect. 

Floriferousness refers to the vigour and number of stems and flowers present at the time of 

judging, which must be above average for both the species and the hybrid in question. First-

flowering plants should not be taken into consideration because the flowers present would 
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never reflect the potential of the species or hybrid in question once they reach maturity, with 

the exception of monofloral Paphiopedilum as previously stated. Cultivation must reflect the 

health and vigour corresponding to the expectations of the species or hybrid in question. 

Flower presentation refers to the distribution of the flowers on the stem, which must be in 

such a way as to stand out individually without being too close or against each other, according 

to the type of the species or the genealogy of the hybrid. Stem or stems present must be 

vigorous, erect, arched or hanging according to the type of species or the genealogy of the 

hybrid. 
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JUDGING SCALES 

 

Most orchid flowers presented for judging can be evaluated within three basic judging scales: 

General, Flowers with Predominant Lips and Flowers with Equivalent Segments. However, 

certain genera deserve a more detailed judging scale in order to better assess intrinsic qualities 

missing on the basic forms. 

 

General Scale 

 

The general judging scale can be used for any kind of orchid, especially those that do not have 

a specifically designated scale. This is the basis on which all other judging scales are founded. 

 

Flowers with Predominant Lips 

  

This scale is used in the judging of species and related hybrids of the genera with flowers where 

the predominant element is the lip, as in the case of Miltoniopsis, Zygopetalum, Galeandra, some 

species of Warczewiczella (ex Cochleanthes), Tolumnia, Comparettia, some species of Oncidium and 

others that do not have a specific rating scale. The general shape of the flower tends towards 

fullness, roundness and flatness. The sepals and petals (tepals) should be relatively equal to 

each other in size, shape and colour, but occasionally the petals may be of a different colour 

and may be slightly retroflexed or concave. The lip should be predominant and considerably 

larger than the tepals, with a defined, clear and harmonious or contrasting colour compared to 

the tepals. Markings or punctuation, if any, should be well-defined and symmetrical or 

should create a harmonious and balanced effect. The inflorescence should be vigorous, erect, 

arched or hanging according to the type or genealogy, with the flowers well-spaced and well-

arranged in the case of a multifloral inflorescence. 
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Flowers with Equivalent Segments 

 

This scale is used in the judging of related species and hybrids of genera with flowers where 

the segments are relatively equivalent, as in the case of Odontoglossum, Spathoglottis, Pescatoria, 

Huntleya, Promenaea, Bifrenaria, some species of Oncidium (formerly Cochlioda) and others that do 

not have a specific judging scale. The general shape of the flower should tend towards 

roundness, fullness and flatness, adapting to the inside of a circle. The petals and sepals 

should be relatively similar but not necessarily the same (tepals) in size, shape and colour, but 

occasionally the petals may be of a different colour and may be slightly retroflexed or concave. 

The lip remains relatively similar to the petals and sepals, but can be slightly larger and more 

conspicuous in size, shape and colour. The colour of the flower must be defined and clear, 

with well-defined and harmonious designs if present. The size of the flower should be equal 

to or greater than the mean of the size of the type of the species or of the parents of the hybrid. 

The substance should be equal to or higher than the average of the type of the species or the 

parents of the hybrid. The habit of the inflorescence can be single or branched with well-

spaced and well-arranged flowers. Flowering is closely related to the type of species or the 

genealogy of the parents. 

 

Cattleya and allied genera 

 

The general shape of the flower must tend towards fullness and roundness according to the 

genetic characteristics of each species or hybrid. In the case of flowers outside the roundness 

scheme such as some Epidendrum, Brassavola and Prosthechea species and hybrids, the individual 

segments must in any case tend towards fullness and roundness, respecting the principles of 

overall symmetry and harmony of the flower. 

Unifoliate type flowers 

The sepals should be wide and fill the gap between the petals and the lip, petals should be 

erect and slightly arched, wide and rounded, curled or wavy at the edges depending on the 

type.  
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The lip must be in proportion to the petals with rounded lateral lobules covering the base of 

the column and more or less rolled around the outside of it and the large central lobe, flattened, 

symmetrical and crinkled or curled, creating a striking and harmonious frame around the 

column according to its genealogy. Hybrids with Rhyncholaelia generally have lips larger than 

the petals. 

Bifoliate type flowers 

Sepals and petals should be proportionate and relatively the same size, upright and slightly 

arched, rounded or wavy at the edges depending on the type. 

The lip must be proportionate to the petals with rounded and symmetrical lateral lobes, 

according to its genealogy, covering the base of the column and more or less rolled up towards 

the distal part of it, while the central lobe must be wide, flattened and arched creating a cascade 

of colour that starts from the apex of the large and showy column.  

The substance must be considerably higher than that of the unifoliate type, the texture shiny, 

silky or leathery according to the type or genealogy. The entire flower should be almost flat or 

slightly arched when viewed from the side, the lip curved downwards and not protruding at 

right angles to the plane of the petals and sepals. 

The colour of the flower should be clear, bright and intense, evenly diffused between the 

petals and sepals. The tonality should be consistent with the genealogy or, when unusual, 

without markings or punctuation, except when these create a balanced and harmonious effect. 

The lip should be more intense and richly coloured, shaded or pleasantly contrasted with the 

rest of the flower according to the genetic makeup of each species or hybrid. Additional 

markings and punctuation, if any, should form a symmetrical and harmonious design. 

The flower size should be equal to or greater than the average of the parent or type size for 

the species. In bifoliate hybrids, flower size and petal width will be smaller than in Cattleya 

labiata hybrids due to the differences in the species involved. A noticeable texture is now 

standard for this type of hybrid, due to the polyploid forms. The texture should be shimmering, 

shiny, velvety or waxy. 

Flowering is closely related to the genealogy of the parents and the size of the flowers. Cattleya 

of the unifoliate type should have at least two or more open flowers per stem to be considered 

judgable. In species and hybrids of bifoliate Cattleya, there should be a greater-than-average 
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number of flowers for the type or genealogy to justify the evaluation, depending on the 

ancestors involved. The stem should be vigorous and vertical to show the flowers at their best, 

so that one flower does not lean against and distort another. 

 

Cypripedioideae 

 

The great variety of Cypripedioideae currently cultivated, from species to primary hybrids to 

modern complex hybrids, makes it impossible to define judging criteria that can be uniformly 

applied. However, the trend always remains towards fullness, flatness and roundness in a 

symmetrical and harmonious way. 

Paphiopedilum 

Most of the Paphiopedilum judged today are those that have a single flower on a straight 

stem; these are judged using the Cypripedioideae Scale - Monofloral Paphiopedilum. Those that 

have several flowers on a vertical or arched inflorescence should be evaluated according to the 

Cypripedioideae - multifloral Paphiopedilum Scale, since their flowering, the number of flowers and 

their distribution in the inflorescence are of considerable importance. 

The members of the subgenus Brachypetalum  have particularly distinct morphological 

characteristics, such as strongly developed petals and remarkably short stems that affect the 

presentation of the flowers and deserve a separate score scale. 

The monofloral Paphiopedilum complex hybrids are the result of many generations of 

selective hybridisation that have obscured or enhanced the characteristics of many of the 

species involved in their genealogy.  

The desired shape of flowers in complex hybrids is round or largely oval, with particular 

emphasis on fullness, balance and proportion.  

The dorsal sepal should be large, rounded, slightly concave, not retroflexed. The petals 

should be wide and their length should be proportional to the rest of the flower. The lip must 

be full, proportionate and not protrude excessively forward.  

The synsepal should provide a harmonious background for the lip or pouch; a divided 

synsepal is not in itself a defect if its effect on the general appearance of the flower is 
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symmetrical and pleasant. If the synsepal is not visible from the front, as in the case of 

Paphiopedilum subg. Brachypetalum, it must always be taken into consideration for judging since 

the presence of malformations would make the flower not judgable.  

The stem should be proportionately tall and vigorous and should carry the flower well above 

the foliage according to the species or genealogy; in the case of the subg. Brachypetalum, the 

relevance of this feature becomes less important.  

The colour of the flower should be sharp and defined with well-defined markings and designs, 

or harmoniously softened, according to the genealogy. Due to polyploidy, texture in complex 

Paphiopedilum is usually heavy and is now expected as a necessary feature.  

The texture should be waxy, shiny or satiny according to the genealogy. The size is based on 

the overall extension of the flower, with emphasis on the width of the dorsal sepal. 

Phragmipedium and Cypripedium 

The genera Phragmipedium and Cypripedium have their own morphological characteristics 

which require a different score scale from Paphiopedilum, therefore they should be judged 

according to the Cypripedioideae Scale - Phragmipedium and Cypripedium. In judging the species 

and hybrids, the general criterion is the improvement of ancestral characteristics, which must 

always tend towards fullness and flatness in a symmetrical and harmonious way. The natural 

extension of flowers with long, hanging petals depends on the angle in which the petals are 

held and the horizontal and vertical dimensions must be recorded. 

 

Phalaenopsis 

 

With the appearance of so many new species described in the last few decades, the variety of 

shapes, colours and flowering habits exhibited by the genus Phalaenopsis makes it impossible 

to implement a uniform set of judging criteria. However, the same tendencies in flower shape 

towards roundness, fullness and flatness still apply as long as they’re presented symmetrically 

and harmoniously according to the genetic composition of each species or hybrid.  

The dorsal sepal should tend to be equal or slightly larger and wider than the lateral sepals. 

The petals should be generally wider and flatter, filling the space between the sepals, again, 
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depending of the genetic makeup of the species or hybrid. The lip shape changes significantly 

according to type and genealogy.  

The overall colour of the flowers should be defined and sharp. Markings, veining or 

punctuation, when present, should be pleasing and harmonious. The lip must be accentuated 

in a distinctive or colourful way. The substance should be equal to or greater than the type 

of the species or the average of the parents. 

The flower size should be equal to or greater than the mean of the parents in case of a hybrid, 

or type in the case of a species. The inflorescence should be gracefully arched or pendent, 

showing the flowers well-spaced and well-positioned according to the genealogy. The number 

of flowers will vary based on the species or genealogy of a hybrid. 

 

Catasetinae 

 

The vast morphological variety present in the Catasetinae makes it impossible to implement a 

uniform judging criterion for all the genera of the subtribe. However, it is possible to group 

certain genera with similar characteristics. A feature that makes this subtribe unique in the 

Orchidaceae is the presence of male and female flowers and in some cases intermediate flowers 

with tendencies varying between the sexes, a quality that makes the judging of this group 

particularly difficult. Therefore, it is imperative to take into consideration only the male 

flowers, also because it is these that determine the species of the genera in question.  

The general shape of the flowers always tends towards fullness, roundness and flatness in a 

symmetrical and harmonious way.  

The colour should be clear, bright and intense, evenly spread between the petals and sepals. 

The tonality should be consistent with the genealogy or, if unusual, without punctuation, 

disruptions or variations, except when this creates a balanced and harmonious effect.  

The inflorescence should be erect or gracefully arched according to the genealogy of the 

species or hybrid, with the flowers well-spaced and well-arranged. The number of flowers will 

vary based on the species or genealogy of a hybrid. 
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Catasetum and Clowesia 

The genera Catasetum and Clowesia have the characteristic of having the lip as the dominant 

floral structure, while the sepals and petals are less prominent, relatively similar in shape, size 

and occasionally also in colouring, creating a harmonious background for the presentation of 

the column and the lip. These features also extend to some intra- and intergeneric hybrids, 

where the lip appears as the most prominent part of the flowers. For this group it is necessary 

to use the judging scale for Catasetinae - Catasetum and Clowesia. 

Cycnoches 

The genus Cycnoches is divided into two sections, Eucycnoches and Heteranthae. The first one 

shows relatively similar male and female flowers, with petals and sepals of considerable 

relevance, but lesser than that of the lip, which is distinguished by its shape and colour, even 

if the dimensions remain in any case proportionate to the rest of the flower. The column 

becomes a relevant aesthetic element in male flowers, while in female ones it remains of minor 

importance. For this group it is necessary to use the judging scale for Catasetinae - Cycnoches sec. 

Eucycnoches. 

The Heteranthae section, on the other hand, has decidedly different male and female flowers; 

the latter very similar to those of the Eucycnoches section while the male flowers are extremely 

variable in shape, size and colour, with the lips of much smaller dimensions compared to the 

Eucycnoches section and morphologically very variable.  

Some species, such as the Cyc. cooperi, have petals and sepals extended on the same plane, of 

considerable size with a general tendency towards fullness and roundness, while other species, 

such as the Cyc. barthiorum, have petals and sepals that are much smaller than the Cyc. cooperi 

and the like, as well as the slightly cupped shape, but the petals and sepals are much wider and 

rounded, extensively bridging the gap between the segments. For this group it is necessary to 

use the judging scale for Catasetinae - Cycnoches sec. Heterantheae. 

Despite the diversity between species, the general shape of the flower always tends towards 

fullness, roundness and flatness, with harmonious and symmetrical proportions. The 

inflorescence should be mature enough to highlight the full potential of the flower or flowers. 

The intergeneric hybrids of the subtribe where the lip appears as a relatively proportional 

element to the other segments of the flower should be judged under the judging scale for 

Catasetinae - Cycnoches sect. Eucycnoches. 
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Mormodes 

The genus Mormodes is perhaps the most difficult genus to judge in the Catasetinae due to the 

marked asymmetry of the flowers of its species. The fact that not only perfect flowers but also 

intermediate forms between masculine and feminine features makes their judging even more 

complicated. However, it is the perfect or hermaphroditic flowers that must be considered for 

judging, seen which are the ones that determine the species of the genus. Another feature of 

Mormodes is the fact of having the column intertwined while the pollen is in place, which once 

removed the column unrolls and lifts up to expose the stigma to its pollinator. This fact is not 

of particular importance and should not significantly affect judging. Rather than seeking a 

general shape towards fullness, roundness and flatness, the segments as a whole should offer 

a harmonious and pleasant impact in their asymmetry, taking into account the shape, colour 

and size of the individual segments. 

 

Dendrobium 

 

The enormous diversity found in the genus Dendrobium makes it impossible to establish a 

general criterion for all species and hybrids. However, the main judging criterion remains the 

improvement in shape, colour, size and other floral aspects with respect to the types of the 

species or the genealogy of the hybrids. The most commonly cultivated flowers generally fall 

into one of these three categories: for species and hybrids of the Dendrobium nobile type, the 

Cattleya and allied genera judging scale should be applied; for species and hybrids of the 

Dendrobium bigibbum var. superbum (formerly Dendrobium phalaenopsis) and Dendrobium bigibbum 

types, the same criteria used to judge the genus Phalaenopsis should apply; for those Dendrobium 

with similar petals and sepals, the judging scale for Flowers with Equivalent Segments should 

be used. For all other types of Dendrobium, the General Scale will apply. 

 

Cymbidium 

 

The variety of flower shape, from rounded to oval to oblong, and habit of inflorescence, from 

upright to pendulous, found in the genus makes it difficult to implement a uniform judging 
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standard for the genus, but generally, flower shape tends towards roundness and fullness. Most 

complex hybrids are characterized by a relatively concave shape with a concave dorsal sepal 

that rarely stands erect, so it’s unrealistic to expect a flat flower in this group. An overly concave 

shape, however, is a flaw.  

The lip usually stands slightly curved extending from the base of the column, cascading 

gracefully. Some recurving is to be expected, but excessive recurving is considered a flaw. 

There should be no spaces between the sepals, the petals and the lip.  

Some species and related hybrids, such as the Cym. erthyrostylum or the Cym. goeringii, often have 

the petals parallel to the column, while the sepals are perpendicular to the petals. The lip 

should be proportionate in size, the lateral lobules should be more or less erect, and the central 

lobule should be gracefully curved, but not strongly curved or constricted. 

Colour should be distributed evenly and harmoniously, with the lip contrasting with the petals 

and sepals. Any markings and/or punctuation, if any, should be well-defined and distinctive, 

or in regular lines and patterns. 

Flower size should be equal to or greater than the average of the parent in case of a hybrid, 

or type size in the case of a species. Flower substance should be equal or superior to the 

parents or the type of a species, and the texture generally heavy, waxy and/or satiny.  

The inflorescence should be erect, arched or pendulous according to the genealogy, with well-

spaced and well-arranged flowers. 

 

Vanda and allied genera 

 

The recent taxonomical revisions have expanded the genus Vanda to encompass genera greatly 

diverse in flower shape, which would make it impossible to apply the same judging standards 

for Vanda sanderiana to species such as Vanda falcata or Vanda alpina. For this reason, harmony, 

symmetry and balance become more relevant than roundness, fullness and flatness for this 

group, although they remain desirable goals. 

In the case of modern V. sanderiana-type hybrids, the general flower shape does tend towards 

roundness, fullness and flatness. The lateral sepals are generally larger than the dorsal sepal. 
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while the petals are generally smaller than the sepals. All should present a rounded shape, 

generally flat and symmetrical.  

The lip should complement the rest of the flower, with size and shape determined by the 

genealogy of the grex. The spur, if present, should be harmonious and compatible with the 

genealogy.  

The colour of the flower should be defined and sharp; the nuance of one colour over another 

should be smooth and harmonious, not mottled or cloudy. The grain or tessellation, if 

present, should be defined and distinctive, or with regular lines and patterns. The lip should 

be distinctly coloured.  

The size of the flower should be equal to or greater than the average of the size of the type 

of the species or of the parents of the hybrid. The substance should be equal to or higher 

than the average of the type of the species or of the parents of the hybrid.  

The inflorescence should be erect or gracefully arched according to the type or genealogy, 

with the flowers well-spaced and well-arranged. The number of flowers will vary based on 

the species or genealogy. 

 

Pleurothallidinae 

 

Pleurothallidinae are extremely diverse, so it is not possible to provide a general set of judging 

criteria for all. In most species and hybrids, the predominant parts of the flower are generally 

the sepals and the sepaline tube. The petals and lip are usually quite insignificant, with notable 

exceptions such as in the Dracula genus. 

The colours are as varied as the shape in the Pleurothallidinae. Some species have bright 

colours, while others are rather dull. The colour of the flower should be sharp. The transition 

from one colour to another should be smooth and smooth, not cloudy or smudged. Stripes, 

streaks or spots, if any, must be clearly distinguished. These should never detract from the 

overall flamboyance of the flower. The caudae, if present, should improve the general 

appearance of the flower. 

The flower size in hybrids should be equal to or greater than the average size of the parents. 

It is essential to record the vertical natural spread, as well as horizontal, since the vertical 
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dimensions are fundamental in judging the size in many species and hybrids. For tubular 

flowers, the floral depth (and/or the length of the sepaline tube) can be useful information. 

In hybrids, the inflorescence can be erect or drooping, depending on the genealogy, although 

it should be long and robust enough to show the flowers well. 

Normally, Pleurothallidinae are floriferous, and this should be considered when determining the 

flowering of any plant. The texture is fairly uniform and generally heavy and waxy, while the 

texture of the flowers varies considerably, from glossy to dull, depending on the genealogy. 
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EXHIBITION JUDGING 

 

The same parameters for quality judging will be applied to individual plants presented in an 

orchid exhibition. In addition, there will be awards (ribbons) for plants that deserve special 

recognition in the context of the exhibition. The latter will be granted according to the 

sections present in the exhibition, which will be determined by the judges according to the 

genera and related sections represented.  

The decision will be made by general consensus among the participating judges. In each 

section the judges will have to decide whether or not to grant awards to the specimens 

considered the best within their sections, with a first, a second and a third place for each 

category. 

From these specimens, the judges will decide whether or not to grant the highest award, the 

Champion of the Show, to the plant considered as the best among all the plants exhibited. It 

should not necessarily be the plant with the highest score but the one with the most relevant 

aesthetic and educational value according to the judges' evaluation.  

Each awarded plant in each section will receive a paper certificate according to the result 

obtained: bronze ribbon for third place, silver ribbon for second place and gold ribbon for 

first place. The specimen considered as the Champion of the Show will receive a special paper 

certificate. 

 

MEASUREMENTS AND DESCRIPTIONS 

 

A uniform standard for measuring and describing award-winning plants and flowers is essential 

to provide useful records with which to compare successive cultivars of the same species or 

hybrid. To this end, it is necessary to keep in mind the following principles: 

1) the purpose of the measurement and description of awarded plants is to provide 

reference data for judges who are confronted with similar cultivars, but who have not 

seen the previously awarded flowers; 
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2) all measurements must be made without physical damage to the flowers; 

 

3) the description must be accurate, specifying which characteristics influenced the judges 

in making their decisions and, if possible, clearly explaining how this cultivar varies 

from previously awarded cultivars of the various species or grex; 

 

4) the description must be sufficiently detailed and accurate to be complete and 

informative; 

 

5) the description must not repeat the information included in the measurements or 

implied in the nature of the award. Terms such as "larger than average" and "a large 

well grown plant" are redundant when measurements are also provided or the award 

is the Certificate of Merit in Cultivation or the Certificate of Excellence in Cultivation; 

 

6) since there is no standard terminology for colours, special attention should be paid to 

describing colours in precise terms so that they are understandable to others. For this 

purpose, it is necessary to use the RHS Colour Chart to support and specify the 

terminology present in the description; 

 

7) the point scale should be checked to ensure that all significant features have been 

included in the description; 

 

8) particular attention should be paid to descriptions and measurements of species which, 

by their nature, are small and difficult to clearly describe, particularly where there is no 

previous record of the species, as the award will serve as a benchmark for awards 

future; 

 

9) Recorded measurements and description should be thoroughly reviewed before 

marking award data as complete to ensure information is correct prior to submission; 

 

10) The fragrance, if present, must be described accurately but concisely, taking into 

account the main elements according to the recognized categories (floral, citrus, spice, 

herb, etc.). 
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General Measurements 

 

The horizontal and vertical dimensions of a flower are recorded. The overall measurement of 

a flower, referred to as natural spread, is that measurement of the natural bearing of the flower 

at its maximum size without flattening or grooming in the horizontal plane. This measurement 

can be taken from the tip of the petals, lateral sepals or caudae, whichever is greater. 

Vertical measurement is also performed without flattening or grooming and in its maximum 

size, but in the vertical plane. Often this will be from the tip of the dorsal to an imaginary line 

drawn through the tips of the lateral sepals or caudae. 

 

Detailed Measurements 

 

1) width of the dorsal sepal: the dimension in which the sepal is flattened in a plane;  

 

2) length of the dorsal sepal: the dimension from the point of attachment to the tip along 

the central vein; 

 

3) width and length of the petal: as for the dorsal sepal; 

 

4) width and length of the lateral sepals: equal to the dorsal sepal. The term synsepal is 

used for Paphiopedilum and related genera; 

 

5) width of the lip: the natural dimension at its widest point; 

 

6) length of the lip: the dimension from the point of its attachment at the base of the 

column or the foot of the column to the tip (or to a line that represents the outermost 

edge of the lip). The length of the spur is measured from its attachment to the lip to 

the tip; 

 

7) length of the inflorescence (peduncle and rachis): all the inflorescences are measured 

from the point of origin by the growth at the base of the petiole of the final flower 

supported on that inflorescence. Separate measurements can be made for the peduncle 
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(section of the inflorescence starting at the point of origin of the growth and ending at 

the point of attachment of the lowest flower) and the rachis (section of the 

inflorescence on which the flowers are supported; start at the point of attack of the 

lowest flower and ending at the base of the final flower petiole) if this is considered an 

important feature. The measurement of a branched inflorescence is based on the 

combined length of the peduncle and the primary rachis; separate measurements can 

be provided for branch lengths if these are considered an important characteristic. If 

the majority of the judging team so desires, minute flower segments smaller than 0.2cm 

can be measured in millimeters. Other components of such descriptions should be 

equally accurate. 

. 

Description 

 

The award description is made up of various parts or sections, which together make up the 

description. The different sections are separated by semicolons and the description ends with 

a period. The descriptions must be divided into three sections: 

1) description of the vegetative portions of the plant, including cultivation conditions; 

 

2) description of the inflorescences and flowers; 

 

3) general impressions and comments. 

 

 

Sequence 

 

The three main sections are separated by semicolons and are listed in the following sequence: 

1) general impressions and comments; 

 

2) vegetative parts and cultivation; 
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3) inflorescence(s) and flower(s). 

The part of a description concerning the inflorescences and flowers is divided into subsections. 

These subsections are separated by semicolons and follow a strict sequence. In describing 

inflorescences and flowers, the sequence proceeds from the general to the particular and from 

the external parts of a flower to the internal parts. 

. 

Sequence of floral segments 

 

1) Number of flowers; 

2) Number of buds; 

3) Number of inflorescences; 

4) General shape of the flower; 

5) General flower colour; 

6) Presentation of the flowers on the stem; 

7) Dorsal sepal; 

8) Lateral sepals or synsepal; 

9) Petals; 

10) Lip*; 

11) Spur (if applicable, it belongs to the part of the flower to which it is attached); 

12) Column** or staminode; 

13) Ovary; 

14) Substance; 

15) Texture. 

* Includes callus, disc, central lobule, lateral lobules and throat where applicable. 

** Includes anther hood. 
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Since orchid flowers are complex both in their morphology and in the colours present, it is 

sometimes not possible to adhere to the sequence described above. When two or more floral 

parts are described together, they are positioned in sequence within that subsection according 

to the sequence shown above. Each section or subsection of a prize description usually begins 

with the name of the part being described. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


