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Unusual orchids on show
RUDOLF JENNY profiles the best of the unusual orchids 

on display at the European Orchid Congress & Show 

5 Pleione yunnanensis

In January 1903 Rolfe described this 
species as Coelogyne yunnanensis 
but in the same year he recombined 
it as Pleione yunnanensis. The 
species was lost until 1980 when it 
was recollected in China. It has been 
recorded from Yunnan, Sichuan and 
Guizhou in China, and also from 
Myanmar.
6 Phragmipedium x colombianum
Described as recently as 2011, by  
Olaf Gruss, as a natural hybrid of  
P. manzurii and P. schlimii, from 
Colombia. Plants vary in the length 
and width of the leaves, as well as 
the size, shape, and intensity of the 
pink markings in the flowers. 
7 & 8 Sarcoglottis acaulis
This terrestrial, neotropical species 
was originally described by James 
Edward Smith as Neottia acaulis in 
1806. Rudolf Schlechter recombined 
it to Sarcoglottis acaulis in 1919. The 
genus includes about 40 species, 
most of them terrestrials, but  
a few also grow as epiphytes.
9 Paphiopedilum sangii 
This species was described by Guido 
Braem in 1987. It was collected in  
the north of the island of Sulawesi 
(formerly Celebes), and flowered  
for the first time in the collection of 
Helmut Sang, in Germany. Cribb and 
Koopowitz consider it to be closely 
related to P. hookerae from Borneo.
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T             
HE 15TH EUROPEAN 
Orchid Congress & Show 
was held at the Syma Event 

Centre in the historic city of 
Budapest from 12–15 April. The 
event was organised by the Hungarian 
Orchid Society.  

The huge exhibition hall had been 

filled with wonderful displays of 
orchids and a great variety of other 
flora. There were more than 100 
exhibitors. European Orchid 

Societies from Italy, Germany, 
France and Vienna, and the botanic 
gardens of Munich and Budapest, had 
brought a fascinating assortment of 
orchid species and hybrids for visitors 
to marvel at. 

Trade exhibitors from all corners 
of the world contributed greatly, and 
also offered a tempting and wide 
variety of purchases in the sales area. 
They included orchid nurseries from 
Taiwan, Argentina, Brazil, Ecuador, 

Colombia, Venezuela, Peru, Belgium, 
Germany, France, Italy and Slovakia. 

The impressive scientific and 

horticultural lecture programme  
was one of the highlights of the event. 
Three full days of lectures by 
international speakers covered many 
aspects of orchidology. The Congress 
was concluded with dinner and a 
prize-giving ceremony on board a 
boat cruising down the Danube.  

                                                Johan Hermans

1 (Previous page) The display by Floralia 
Orquidarios of Brazil featured a selection of cut 
orchid flowers and ornamental foliage displayed  
in front of the national flag. 
2 A splash of colour was provided by Guarianthe 
skinneri in the corner of the display by Munich 
Botanical Garden. 
3 Paphiopedilum Wössner Black Wings was the 
Grand Champion Plant. It was exhibited by Wössner 
Orchideen nursery of Germany and is a cross of  
P. rothschildianum and P. anitum, registered by 
Franz Glanz in 2009.   
4 Marczika nursery of Hungary adorned a 
gleaming vintage car with a diverse selection of 
orchids and bromeliads
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10 Dendrobium albosanguineum
This very showy species is not often 
seen in cultivation. It was described  
in 1851 by John Lindley and Joseph 
Paxton in Paxton’s Flower Garden. 
The two large, red spots at the base 
of the lip are characteristic of the 
species, although the colour of  
the flower is variable, ranging from 
almost white to a rich, bright yellow. 
11 Chiloschista javanica
This genus is well known for its 
leafless habit. About 20 species  
have been described. Some are quite 
often seen in cultivation, such as  
C. javanica, C. parishii, C. lunifera  
and C. viridiflava. Chiloschista 
javanica, described by Rudolf 
Schlechter in 1919, is now regarded  
as a synonym of C. lunifera.
12 Dendrobium spectabile
One of the strangest looking 

members of the genus Dendrobium 
section Latourea, from New Guinea 
and the surrounding areas. The 
flowers have a twisted and 
disorganized appearance, but are 
certainly spectacular. The species 
was described by Blume in 1859  
as Latouria spectabile and moved  
to Dendrobium in 1855 by Miquel.
13 Paphiopedilum victoria-mariae
This species was collected by Wilhelm 
Micholitz in Sumatra, first described 
by Masters in 1893, and imported  
by the UK nursery, Sander’s of  
St. Albans. It is not widely grown,  
and is the only member of the 
Cochlopetalum alliance that has the 
reputation of being difficult to grow.
14 Paphiopedilum Delophyllum 
A hybrid between P. delenatii and  
P. glaucophyllum, with showy pink 
flowers and patterned leaves. It was  

registered in 1940 by Black & Flory, 
and a plant of this cross was given  
an award at the 8th World Orchid 
Conference in Frankfurt in 1975. This 
hybrid is not common in cultivation 
despite being an attractive plant, 
even when it is not in flower. 
15 & 16 Appendicula species
The genus was described by Blume in 
1825, and includes 140 Asian species. 
Most are rarely seen in cultivation, 
and are rarely labelled correctly. This 
plant was labelled as a Dichaea. Even 
without a name, it was a pretty plant 
with long inflorescences of 
successively opening tiny flowers.
17 Ceratostylis heterophylla
Plants of this Asian genus of about 
145 species are not often seen in 
cultivation, although they are not hard 
to grow. This genus was also described 
in 1825 by Blume, but C. heterophylla, 

from the Philippines, was recently 
described in 2011, by Wally Suarez.
18 Vandachostylis Blue Angel x 
Vanda cristata
Vandachostylis Blue Angel, registered 
in 1961, is a cross between Vanda 
Rothschildiana (V. coerulea x  
V. sanderiana) and Rhynchostylis 
coelestis. The flowers are violet-blue. 
Crossing this hybrid with V. cristata 
has resulted in a relatively large, flat 
lip in this beautiful dark purple shade.
19 Coelogyne verrucosa
Many of the well-known black and 
green flowered Coelogyne species, 
such as C. mayeriana or C. pandurata, 
belong to section Verrucosae, and  
C. verrucosa is the type species of 
the section. This species from Borneo 
was described in 2000 by SEC Sierra, 
more than 100 years after the 
description of the section by Pfitzer. 
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